
OUR OTHER ACTIVITIES
We are active in other areas too, such as opposing
inappropriate development in the land surrounding the
estuary, ensuring public footpaths are maintained and we will
work to ensure that access to Orford Ness remains.

The Association sponsors and manages the Butley Ferry
which is manned by volunteer ferrymen and offers a service
to walkers and cyclists visiting the area.  The ferry runs from
Easter until the end of September every Saturday, Sunday and
Bank Holidays from 11:00 to 16:00.  Pre booking is essential
for any other time.  Please call 07913 672 499.

For those of you who enjoy walking, a booklet Walk the Alde
and Ore Valley is published by the Association and is available
locally in shops, pubs and hotels or you can order direct from
The Treasurer, The School House, Iken, Suffolk IP12 2ER by
sending a cheque for £6.00 (includes postage). 

www.aldeandore.net
The Association exists to preserve for the Public benefit the Alde, Ore and
Butley Creek rivers and their banks from Shingle Street to their tidal limits
and such of the land adjoining them or upstream as may be considered to
affect them, together with the features of beauty and or historic or public
interest in that area.
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This map covers the Alde & Ore Esturary area
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THE CHALLENGE WE FACE
Tidal surges in recent years have merely topped defences and caused minor damage
to the river walls, reflecting how well they have been built and maintained in the past.
But the government seems not to want to build on this success.  Since the
Environment Agency became responsible for our sea and river defences in 1995,
spending on ‘strategic studies’ has been more than three times as much as on new
defences. As a result our defences are not being maintained to the target standard
agreed following the 1953 floods.

THE PRICE OF FAILURE
If, after 600 years of successfully keeping the sea at bay, we and the Government do
nothing to preserve our defences, future generations will not forgive us.   A breach in
the sea or river walls would: 
• Catastrophically change the dynamics of the estuary 
• Result in the loss of hundreds of homes and businesses in Aldeburgh, Snape, Iken,

Sudbourne and Orford 
• Dramatically increase the volume and speed of the tide making fishing and boating

impracticable for most craft
• Pollute underground water supplies
• Destroy our protected marsh habitats and farmland through flooding and have a

hugely damaging effect on the local economy

Overtopping on
Aldeburgh Marsh
river wall during
the surge tide
November 2007.
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WE ARE TAKING ACTION
Through our River Defence Committee we monitor our
river banks to provide early warning of possible problems.
We are endeavouring to set up a pilot scheme with the
Environment Agency, local Councils, businesses and the
community to allow landowners to carry out their own
maintenance. 

OUR OBJECTIVE IS SIMPLE
To maintain our defences for at least the next 20 years.
Independent scientific advice is that sea level rise will not
change significantly over this time.  Tidal surges are the real
threat, as they always have been.  We need to ensure
adequate maintenance of the existing sea and river walls for
the medium term.  In the long term, ways of managing sea
level rise can be investigated.    

We will argue this case vigorously with Government,
national bodies and with strong support from locally elected
Councillors and that of other communities along the 
Suffolk Coast.    

We will not let an infrastructure built up
over decades and a way of life built up
over centuries be washed out to sea.THE ALDE & ORE 

ASSOCIATION
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TO SUPPORT US
For only £5 you can support us by becoming a member of the Alde & Ore Association
NOW.   Simply fill in the form and register your support.  If you are already a member,
please pass this on to someone else and persuade them to join too!

Newsletters.  Barbeques.  Lectures.  Walks.

Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: Tel:  

Email: Mobile:  

Type of Membership (please circle):       Single £5       Couple £10       Family £12   
These are minimum amounts but please consider giving more generously.

Please pay by standing order as we save time and money better spent elsewhere.

STANDING ORDER

To: Bank plc Sort Code

Address: 

Postcode: 

Please pay BARCLAYS BANK plc, Woodbridge - Sort Code 20-98-07 Account No 20034932 for 
the credit of ALDE & ORE ASSOCIATION the sum of £ (amount in words

)  commencing NOW and thereafter 
ANNUALLY every 1st JANUARY, until you receive further notice from me/us in writing, and debit my/our
account accordingly.

Account to be debited (Name) (Number)

Signature(s): Date:  

GIFT AID

Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: 

I wish the Alde & Ore Association, until further notice, to treat all my future donations to the Association, 
and any donation(s) I may have made to the Association in the period of 6 years before the date of this 
declaration, as Gift Aid Donations. I confirm that in each tax year I will pay/will have paid at least as much 
tax as the Association shall reclaim on my donation(s).

Signature(s): Date:  

(Please include names of children under 18 and their date of birth if applying for family membership)

Please be sure to enter NAME and FULL ADDRESS of your BANK on Standing Order

- -

Libby Purves

Aldeburgh
Snape

Orford

THIS NEED NOT HAPPEN!

The current policy of neglect, dressed 
up as managed retreat, is not acceptable.

Rt Hon. John Gummer MP

AldeburghSnape

Orford

Iken
Iken

Sudbourne Sudbourne

ABOUT US
The Alde & Ore Association was started in
1990 by a handful of people who had a
common interest in the river.  Almost two
decades later the Association has over
1300 members with a more urgent
common focus: to make those responsible
for coastal protection accept the urgency
of their task.

WE ARE NOT GOING TO GIVE UP
We live in a unique Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and its beauty
and wildlife are protected by recognised national and international
designations.  The Alde & Ore Association is determined to protect our
river defences from government neglect.  To do this we need your help.
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