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     MAINTAIN OUR RIVER DEFENCES
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PRESS STATEMENT

Shoreline Management Plan. 
Despite protests from Councillor Marianne Fellowes, who represents Aldeburgh but is sadly not currently a member of the Cabinet,  Suffolk Coastal District Council’s  Cabinet have voted to approve the Shoreline Management Plan which covers the cost from Lowestoft to Felixstowe.  The plan seeks to ensure that any subsequent studies take into account the view set out in  the plan that a breach in the coastal defences should be permitted south of Slaughden.  
Speaking exclusively to the East Anglian Daily Times after the meeting David Andren, Chairman of the Alde and Ore Association, said that the decision taken by the Council was inexplicable.  In discussions with the Environment Agency the Agency has made it clear to the Association that they accepted it was essential to consider the interaction between coastal and estuary processes.  If there is a breach at Slaughden this will almost certainly lead to flooding in Aldeburgh, as in 1953 and as almost happened in 2007, as a result of  a breach in the river walls protecting the Aldeburgh marshes. The Environment Agency have described one of the studies now incorporated in their Alde and Coast Estuary Strategy as “a mini Shoreline Management Plan” which looks much more closely at coastal and estuary processes than is possible in the top level Shoreline Management Plan.
Although the more detailed notes accompanying the report say that the policy recommendations will be reviewed in the light of further studies the published summary report does not make this clear.  We and representatives of SCAR (Suffolk Coast Against Retreat) asked for a meeting with the District Council before the meeting to discuss our reservations but they refused to see us.  Despite our written submission recommending no decision should be taken until further studies have been completed the Council did not advise us that the final plan was available before consideration by Cabinet on 2 February.  In our view it would have been far better to delay any decision on our part of the coast until further studies are completed.  There are precedents for this as can be seen from the section of the existing Shoreline Management Plan covering East Lane where as your readers will know the decision has now been taken to hold the line and where emergency works are now in progress.

We will be making further representations when the local Regional Flood Defence Committee is asked to approve the plan on 26 February. However, we are now considering our position.  The administrative process on which the plan is based is fatally flawed.   In the whole of the coastal area from Lowestoft to Felixstowe the plan says only some 1,200 properties are at risk.  We and the Environment Agency have worked together to value properties at risk of flooding in the Alde and Ore Area from Thorpeness to Shingle Street and inland.  These total some 1,750 properties.   This makes a nonsense of the views expressed by the lead consultant employed by the Council, Greg Guthrie, of Royal Haskoning, who claims that there is no way improvements in the sea defences south of Slaughden could ever be justified because of the small number of properties at risk.  Until the further studies, known as ACES and Alde and Ore Futures, are completed he has no basis for making such sweeping assertions.

We understand from our SCAR colleagues that the present Shoreline Management Plan is subject to legal challenge by Peter Boggis as part of his efforts to defend the coast at  East Bavents.    If the RFDC meeting on 26 February approves the plan in its present form we will ourselves consider a legal challenge probably in the form of judicial review.  Among our members we have legal expertise in many fields including present and former Ministers of the Crown, several judges, eminent QCs and solicitors. We are hopeful we can find a QC to pursue this case on a pro bono basis.  We will also be raising the approach to Shoreline Management Plans as an issue during the coming election with Prospective Parliamentary Candidates for all parties  contesting the Suffolk Coastal constituency and Opposition spokespersons on the Environment as part of a more general campaign to secure a better approach to defending Suffolk’s coast and tidal rivers.  
David Andren
Chairman 
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